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ISABELLE F. STORY 


JUNE 4, 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 4070] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 4070) for the relief of Isabelle F. Storv, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon, without amendment, and recom- 
mends that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE 


The purpose of the proposed legislation is to pay the sum of $156.03 
to Isabelle F. Story, of Washington, D. C., as reimbursement of 
expenses incurred in the transfer and storage of her personal effects, 
from Chicago, Ill., to Washington, D. C. 


STATEMENT 


Miss Story is an employee of the Department of the Interior. 
Accompanied by her mother, she moved with the National Park 
Service to Chicago, Ill., in 1942, in connection with the decentraliza- 
tion program caused by the war. Most of the divisions of the National 
Park Service were not returned to Washington, D. C., until October 
1947, and all had considerable advance notice of the time of return. 
For administrative reasons, however, the division in which Miss Story 
is employed was ordered in June 1947 to return to Washington before 
July 1, 1947. This permitted only a few days’ advance notice of the 
time of return of that division, with resulting inconveniences and 
unanticipated expenses. 

When Miss Story was transferred to Chicago in 1942, she received 
transportation allowance, as head of a family, for 7,000 pounds of 
household effects. Before Miss Story was ordered to return to 
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Washington, however, her mother died in Chicago and, by virtue of 
that fact, she was no longer the head of a family. Consequently, on 
the return to Washington, Miss Story was allowed transportation, as 
a single person, for only 2,500 pounds of household goods. This 
amount was considerably less than the actual weight of her house- 
hold goods and resulted in substantial loss to her. This represents 
the major portion of her claim. While the Department of the Interior 
has no record of the weight of her household goods taken from Wash- 
ington to Chicago, it is understood that she originally had nearly 
7,000 pounds of such goods. Although she sold some of her house- 
hold goods after the death of her mother, thereby reducing substan- 
tially the return shipment costs, she had 3,460 pounds of goods at 
the time of her return. It would seem that since Miss Story’s transfer 
to Chicago and her retransfer to Washington were pursuant to official 
orders and were in the interest of the Federal Government, in all the 
circumstances, she might well have been allowed to return all of her 
household goods to Washington at Government expense. Her loss 
has resulted through no fault of her own. 

Another element of this claim is based on the fact that other 
employees of the Department of the Interior who returned from 
Chicago to Washington in October 1947 were granted 6 days’ per 
diem of $5 on their return to Washington to cover the cost of securing 
immediate shelter. Miss Story did not receive such an allowance due 
to her return to this city prior to the time the other employees returned. 
The Department of the Interior believes that she should be accorded 
equal treatment with other employees on this item and that she 
should be reimbursed on the same basis. Consequently, an item of 
$40 to cover this per diem allowance is included in the claim. 

The committee, after study of the above, believes that the claim 
is meritorious and recommends favorable consideration. Attached 
hereto and made a part of this report is a letter from the Department 
of the Interior dated March 31, 1952, and the sworn statement of 
Isabelle F. Story. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., March 31, 1952. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Ceuier: Your committee has requested a report on H. R. 
4070, a bill for the relief of Isabelle F, Story. 

We recommend that H. R, 4070 be enacted. 

Miss Story is an employee of this Department. Accompanied by her mother, 
she moved with the National Park Service to Chicago, IIl., in 1942, in connection 
with the decentralization program caused by the war. Most of the divisions of 
the National Park Service were not returned to Washington, D. C., until October 
1947, and all had considerable advance notice of the time of return. For admin- 
istrative reasons, however, the division in which Miss Story is employed was 
ordered in June 1947 to return to Washington before July 1, 1947. This per- 
mitted only a few days’ advance notice of the time of return of that division, 
with resulting inconveniences and unanticipated expenses. 

When Miss Story was transferred to Chicago in 1942, she received transporta- 
tion allowance, as head of a family, for 7,000 pounds of household effects. Before 
Miss Story was ordered to return to Washington, however, her mother died in 
Chicago and, by virtue of that fact, she was no longer the head of a family. Con- 
sequently, on the return to Washington, Miss Story was allowed transportation, 
as a single person, for only 2,500 pounds of household goods. This amount was 
considerably less than the actual weight of her household goods and resulted in 
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substantial loss to her. This represents the major portion of her claim. While 
this Department has no record of the weight of her household goods taken from 
Washington to Chicago, it is understood that she originally had nearly 7,000 
pounds of such goods, Although she sold some of her household effects after 
the death of her mother, thereby reducing substantially the return shipment costs, 
she had 3,460 pounds of goods at the time of her return. It would seem that 
since Miss Story’s transfer to Chicago and her retransfer to Washington were 
pursuant to official orders and were in the interest of the Federal Government, 
in all the circumstances, she might well have been allowed to return all of her 
household goods to Washington at Government expense. Her loss has resulted 
through no fault of her own. 

Another element of this claim is based on the fact that other employees of the 
Department who returned from Chicago to Washington in October 1947 were 
granted 6 days’ per diem of $5 on their return to Washington to cover the cost 
of securing immediate shelter. Miss Story did not receive such an allowance 
due to her return to this city prior to the time the other employees returned. 
We believe that she shou'd be accorded equal treatment with other employees 
on this item and that she should be reimbursed on the same basis. Consequently, 
an item of $30 to cover this per diem allowance is included in the claim. 

A statement of the expenses for which reimbursement is requested is as follows: 


Packing, moving furnituré to warehouse, and storage in Chicago, for 


miowae GO Gays. <2 co Sa casas ms aces | 
Allowable transportation from Chicago to Was shington of effects from 
Sa gt a oO Ra ee a a dian Swaiticukdalenceea ae 245. 10 
OER SSSR ARE aR Saal. PE eG RY A Pe Ra aR peo REE TSR 309. 02 
Compensation for per diem, 6 days a deriincas is ica dnp o Sea ek enteral 30. 00 
PI icles el a a. ta il Soe eee --. $39. 02 


Reimbursed by Federal Government for transportation of effects (D. O. 
Voucher 1470217, paid Apr. 14, 1948, accounts of Paul D. Banning, 
Washington, D. C., symbol 3000-1515) 


182. 99 


Uncompensated balance requested by claimant___-......------- 156. 03 


Although the expenses incurred by Miss Story in connection with her return 
to Washington and her subsequent establishment of a home were considerably 
more than the amount claimed, we feel that reimbursement in the amount of 
$156.03 is justifiable and would accord Miss Story assistance comparable to that 
which other employees received who returned to Washington in similar circum- 
stances. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the sub- 
mission of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Dae E. Dory, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 





Sworn STaTeMENT OF ISABELLE F. Story, Epiror tN CuIer oF THE NATIONAL 
Park Service, Concernina H. R. 4070, ror Her RELIEF 


I moved to Chicago in 1942 when the National Park Service was moved to that 
city in connection with the decentralization program caused by the war. 

When transferred to Chicago, I was accompanied by my mother, and as the 
head of a family I received transportation allowance for 7,000 pounds of household 
effects. 

In June 1947 the Information Division, to which I am attached, was ordered 
back to Washington, although the Service as a whole was not returned to Wash- 
ington until the following October and all but the Information Division members 
had considerable advance notice of the time of return. My division had only a 
few days’ advance notice, with resulting inconveniences and unanticipated ex- 
penses. 

Mother died in Chicago before my return, in 1945, so that I no longer was the 
head of a family. Consequently, on the return to Washington in June 1947 I 
was allowed transportation, as a single person, for only 2,500 pounds of household 

oods, Although I had disposed of much of my household effects after mother’s 
eath, in view of the uncertainty of the time of our transfer back and the high 
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cost of storage, the effects I retained weighed considerably more than the 2,500- 
pound allowance, with the result that I suffered substantial financial loss. 

It would seem that since my transfer to Chicago and my retransfer to Wash- 
ington were pursuant to official orders and were in the interest of the Federal 
Government, in all the circumstances, I might well have been allowed to return 
all of my household goods, even had I not disposed of some, to Washington at 
Government expense. The loss I incurred resulted from no fault of my own. 

Another element of my claim is based on the fact that other employees of the 
Department who returned from Chicago to Washington in October 1947 were 
granted 6 days’ per diem of $5 on their return to Washington to cover the cost of 
securing housing accommodations. I feel that I should have been accorded equal 
treatment with other employees on this item and should have been reimbursed on 
the same basis. An item of $30 to cover this per diem allowance is included in the 
claim. 

A statement of the expenses for which I request reimbursement is as follows: 


Packing, moving furniture to warehouse, and storage in Chicago, for 
allowable 60 days-_- $63. 92 

Allowable transportation from Chicago to Washington of effects from 
storage 


Subtotal... ... 309. 02 


Compensation for per diem, 6 days at $5- -_ - 30. 00 


339. 02 


Voucher 1470217, paid Apr. 14, 1948, accounts of Paul D. Banning, 
Washington, D. C., symbol 3000-1515) 


Uncompensated balance requested by claimant 


Although the expenses I incurred in connection with my return. to Washington 
and my subsequent establishment of a home were much more than the amount 
claimed, reimbursement in the amount of this $156.03 would accord me some 
relief and would be in consonance with the assistance given other employees of 
the Department who returned to Washington under similar circumstances. 


ISABELLE F. Story. 
Sworn to before me this 9th day of April 1952. 


[SEAL] Lorin A. Davis, 
Notary Public, in and for the District of Columbia. 
My commission expires November 14, 1956, 


O 





